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The Design 
Collective

A group of three individual companies under the 
same roof who share a common passion, “excellence in design”

905-271-9100
www.davidsmalldesigns.com

Architectural Design

Interior Design

905-271-2021
www.parkyndesign.com

p a r k y n   d e s i g n

Landscape Design

905-274-0005
www.uncommonground.ca

80 Lakeshore Rd. East Mississauga, Ontario 
Telephone 905.274.5560

www.harbourkitchens.ca

From Concept to Comfort

Harbour Kitchens.indd   1 4/15/09   2:55:44 PM



Building your vision of the perfect living space is the culmination of ideas, design and execution. 
Finding the right builder is paramount to making sure your project comes together properly. 
Easton Homes has been building superior quality homes for over 20 years. Our experience is 
your asset and assurance that your dream is in the right hands.

“ We have hired the services of Easton Homes 
for a number of projects and have always been 
delighted with the results and the process … 
we would enthusiastically recommend Easton 
Homes for any home project …”

– Karen Laframboise and Steven Duenkler

Contact Us:
T  905.855.3700
E  eastonhomesinc@rogers.com
w w w.e a s t o n h o m e s i n c .c o m
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Custom Wooden Stairs and Railings - Since 1979

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS

1862 Dundas St. E. (West of Hwy. 427)

905.270.1100
www.beyondmarbleandgranite.com 

Renovation • Installation • Best Prices

Beyond marble & granite 
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS from $49.00 sf INSTALLED

Custom Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities • Travertine • Limestone
Hardwood & Laminate Flooring • Cork • Bamboo • Mosaics

FREE SINK
With Granite Countertop

(Min. 30 SF)



e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

IIT IS FINALLY TIME THAT WE EMERGE from our hibernation. 
The weather is delightfully warm and the sunshine is providing us 
with some much needed vitamin D. We are happier, friendlier and 
even more romantic at this time of year. After a long winter, we begin 
catching up with neighbours on our front lawns, children dust off their 
bikes and trikes, and evenings are saved for long leisurely strolls.

But even as we spend more time living outside, the inside of our 
homes become more important. As we resume our relationships that 
have been put on hold over a long cold winter, this becomes the season 
of entertaining.

Welcome to the inaugural issue of OUR HOMES The City of 
Mississauga – a home, décor and real estate magazine designed to 
help inspire as you create a home as warm, inviting and individual 
as you are.

We have been proudly displayed on top of coffee tables in other 
towns and cities in Ontario for four years now. Be assured we will 
bring you the best that Mississauga has to offer. And, as we’ve learned 
by putting this first issue together, Mississauga has A LOT to offer.

In this first issue of OUR HOMES, we take you inside an elegant 
Port Credit home by custom builder Easton Homes (page 22). The 
detail and craftsmanship set this home apart from others. 

We also feature an impeccably designed lakeside sanctuary (page 
28). In this home, the interior design was no afterthought. Designer 
Tania Parkyn worked with the architect to create an interior that is 
unique, breathtaking and functional. 

In this premiere issue, we introduce many of you to the people 
behind Mississauga’s neighbourhood art galleries. On a summer 
afternoon, take a “staycation” and discover the newest paintings, 
sculptures and photography right here in our beautiful city (page 18).

We also feature a unique Port Credit gift shop where anyone can find 
gifts, fashion or home accessories to fit any budget or taste (page 36). 

Since summers are made for flipping through a magazine while 
nestled in a hammock or lounge chair, I hope OUR HOMES is 
displayed prominently in your place so you can read about and enjoy 
the beautiful homes and talented people who live and work right here 
in Mississauga.

Have a great summer in YOUR home!

Sincerely, 

Denise O’Connell, Managing Editor
denise@ourhomesmagazine.com

Anne Haley
Lorne Park West/Clarkson

905.824.9752

Nicola Gillam
Port Credit/Mineola

905.274.0238

Susan Sintichakis
Erin Mills/Lorne Park East

905.607.0669

w w w. D e c o r a t i n g D e n . c a

Each franchise independently owned and operated

Total Room 
Design!

Total Room 
Design!

Fine Furniture & Upholstery, Flooring,  
Custom Window Treatments, Broadloom & 

Area Rugs, Lighting, Bedding, Wallcoverings,
 Accessories, Move & Renovation Planning

 
 www.decdens.com/nicolagillam 

www.local.decoratingden.com/ssintichakis

www.decdens.com/annehaley 

Serving all of Mississauga
Watch for our story in the "PEOPLE" section of the next issue

May_09_draft_half_page

Friday, June 05, 2009 9:45:14 AM

You Dream it …
We Build it!

New Location GRAND OPENING Summer ’09

1248 Dundas St. East, Mississauga, ON
905-272-0288

Elegant Sofa - Custom Made Sofa Sets

New Location GRAND OPENING Summer ’09

1310 Dundas St. East, Mississauga, ON
905-232-4880

Elegant Sofa Furnishing Outlet - Home Furnishing

8 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9
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8 EDITOR’S NOTE

12 PUBLISHER’S NOTE

14 STYLE PICKS
 Hot Ideas For Your Home This Summer

18 PEOPLE
 Misssissauga’s Art Galleries

34 HOME RESOURCE DIRECTORY

36 COMFORT ZONE
 Impressionable Gifts

38 FINISHING TOUCH
 How To Up Your Curb Appeal

 FEATURES

22		ON THE COVER 

  HOME AND BUILDER
   A PORT CREDIT CLASSIC BY EASTON HOMES

28 FEATURE HOME
 Lakeside Luxury

C O V E R  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J A S O N  H A R T O G

22 36

Summer in the City SUMMER

28

“Gardens and flowers have a way of bringing people together, drawing 
them from their homes.”  – Clare Ansberry, The Women of Troy Hill

10 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9



p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e

WWELCOME TO THE PREMIERE ISSUE of OUR HOMES 
Mississauga. I am so excited to be part of the team that’s bringing this 
fabulous magazine to you. We’ve had a terrific time exploring the city, 
talking to local people and businesses, searching out extraordinary 
homes and people and places to feature in our first issue. It really has 
been a pleasure.

OUR HOMES is a local homes, décor and real estate magazine. 
What you will find in our magazine is great local stories and beautiful 
images. Every issue will be chock-full of ideas that you can incorporate 
into your own home. 

We pride ourselves on focusing on the community; Mississauga is 
full of great businesses serving the home industry. From the custom 
homebuilders who build the houses of your dreams to the decorators 
who make those houses a home, we want to show you what’s available 
right here in your own backyard. From the real estate agents who 
help find the right location to the kitchen and bath companies that 
supply fixtures for your latest renovation, we have it all here in  
OUR HOMES. We also promote retailers who help you discover the 
perfect way to accent your living space. 

I would like to thank all of the wonderful people who opened their 
homes, stores and galleries for our feature stories. I am confident we 
will always uncover great places to show you.

This will be the first of many issues of OUR HOMES Mississauga. 
This city is truly a unique place to live and we hope to become a part 
of this community. We would appreciate any input you, our readers, 
have to offer. This magazine, in the end, is for you. 

So, without further ado, please enjoy the fruits of our labour. 

Sincerely,

Jason Hartog, Publisher
Jason@ourhomesmagazine.com

125 Lakeshore Rd East
Mississauga, ON L5G 1E5

Office: 905.278.3500   Direct: 416.662.0400
candice@candicechilton.com   www.candicechilton.com

$1,285,000

$1,250,000

$728,000

Sold for 99% of list price!

Realty Enterprises Inc., Brokerage*
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Sweeping views and the privacy of 
a cottage setting. This custom built 
home boasts soaring ceilings, open 
concept great room and gourmet 
kitchen overlooking a backyard 
oasis.

Custom executive home situated in 
picturesque Gordon Woods. Private 
enclave of upscale French Country 
Homes. Three plus one bedroom, 
Home Theatre, Nanny suite and 
superior finishings. This home has 
it all.

Executive four bedroom family home 
in sought after Applewood Hills. 
This well maintained home sits on 
a premium 71ft well treed lot and 
is beautifully landscaped, complete 
with kidney shaped salt water pool.

Stunning newly built custom-reno 
situated in prime Mineola East. 
Large open concept kitchen over-
looking vaulted great room with fire-
place. Walk out to sunny south-west 
facing back yard. This spectacular 
home features fine finishings and 
ample space.

Your home is the heart of your family life.  
Finding that special place to call home is one of the largest  

investments you’ll make. Trust my extensive knowledge of the 
beautiful neighbourhoods of South Mississauga and Oakville to find  
the home that’s right for you. It’s been my home for over 35 years. PORT CREDIT • LORNE PARK • CLARKSON

Candice Chilton
Sales Representative

1050 BRITANNIA RD. E  |  UNITS 20  21  |  MISSISSAUGA, ON  |  L4W 4T1
T 9055649404  |  F 9055640657  |  E info@woodworkingdesignltd.com 

Custom Cabinetry

W W W . W O O D W O R K I N G D E S I G N L T D . C O M

Looking for your ideal mortgage? Let us help.

“ Your Mortgage 
Doesn’t Come With 
Advice... I Do!”

Devin Walsh 
Branch Manager
RBC Royal Bank
Tel.: 905-276-3633
Fax: 905-276-3646
devin.walsh@rbc.com

Buying a new home or planning to move?  
We can simplify the process and make  
things easier.

With RBC Royal Bank®, you’ll receive:

> Personalized advice on our home equity 
financing products† to help you find the  
mortgage solution that fits your needs

> Competitive rates

> Recommendations to help you save money 
and live mortgage-free sooner

> Confidence in dealing with Canada’s leading 
mortgage provider

> The convenience of having us come to you

Just call us today and we would be glad to help 
you find the mortgage that works for you.

†Some conditions apply. All personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard 
lending criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.

Fred Jaime 
Senior Mortgage 
Specialist
RBC Royal Bank
Tel.: 416-452-1558
Fax: 905-276-0500
fred.jaime@rbc.com

Dundas and Erindale Station 
1224 Dundas St. W. – Unit 1, Mississauga, ON  L5C 4G7

BRANCh hOURS: 
Monday to Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

 

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P E R S U A S I O N .

pella.comPella Windows & Doors Mississauga 905-676-0555 Oakville 905-827-1690

That’s The Power Of Yellow
SM

Pella’s beautiful Mahogany, 

Alder, Douglas Fir and Pine 

windows and doors have the 

amazing ability to turn house 

hunters into homebuyers. 

12 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9
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I think that when you invite people to your home, 
you invite them to yourself.”  – Oprah WinfreyMMake your summer in the city fabulous with 

style picks for your home that you don’t have to 
go far to get. Have fun.

TUMI	CRAFTS
(3) Chimenea
This chimenea, imported from Mexico, 
can easily warm up a cool August evening. 
The clay and metal design allows fires to 
give off tremendous heat because of the 
amount of air that is drawn in. Perfect for 
any patio or deck. It’s a great way to keep 
the home fires burning.
257A Lakeshore Rd. E.
905.891.3310

EPICURE	THE	GOURMET	STORE
(1) Forge de Laguiole Knives
These knives, manufactured in France, are the 
cutting edge of table knives. Each set is custom 
made and hand crafted with your choice of 
over 20 different finishes. Choose handles 
made from Pistachio, Olivewood or Palissander, 
among others. Truly a cut above.
Sherwood Forrest Shopping Village
1900 Dundas St. W.
905.855.3836
www.epicureshop.ca

PANDORA’S	BOX
(2) Orsin Oil Lantern
Light up your summer nights with this ceramic 
oil lamp finished with a metallic glaze. The oil 
reservoir can hold any lamp oil, or use citronella 
to keep the bugs at bay. It’s an affordable and 
stylish way to burn the midnight oil.
1651 Lakeshore Rd. W.
905. 855.0677

1

2

3

Continued on page 16

We can transform any space!
We specialize in importing and distributing unique Ceramics, Porcelain, Travertine, Marble, Glass, Custom Medallions and Mosaics from around the World.

Ask about our 
Custom Glass 

Shower Doors & 
Floor Heating

www.factorytiledepot.ca

Let our designers and product selection take you to another place. 
Elegance, Stylish, Sophisticated, or Sleek 

Facing the Future

Let our designers and p you to another placeLet our designers and product selection take yy

FACTORY TILE DEPOT
1360 Speers Road, Oakville

(East of third line)(East of third line)

905.465.1650
Mon.-Wed., 9:30-6,Thurs. 9:30-8, Fri. 9:30-5, Sat., 10-5, Sun. 11-4

505 Queensway East
Mississauga

 9:30-8, Fri. 9:30-5, Sat., 10-5, Sun. 11-4

Mississauga
905.277.1760

Factory
Tile

Depot

14 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9



s t y l e  p i c k s

LADYBUG	HARBOR
(4) Solar-Powered Wind Chimes
Bring the sound of a summer garden indoors 
with wind chimes from Sunblossom. Place the 
wind chimes in a window and its solar panel 
collects energy from the sun and plays the 
delicate chimes. No wind needed!
189 Lakeshore Rd. E.
905. 274.7177
www.ladybugharbor.com

ELEGANT	CHANGES
(6) Corner Chair
This condo-sized corner chair is perfect for any 
small space. Add-ons are available for various 
configurations and versatility. The chair is 
custom-upholstered to fit any décor, and will sit 
pretty in any room.
885 Lakeshore Rd. E.
Units 1 and 3
905.891.5347
www.elegantchanges.com 

THE	SHOP	FOR	ALL	REASONS
(5) Robert Held Art Glass
These colourful blown glass art pieces come in a range 
of sizes and shapes. From vases, to perfume bottles and 
paperweights, the “California Poppy” collection was inspired 
by Monet. The collection adds bold colour to any space.
228 Queen St. S.
Streetsville
905. 858.9623
www.shopforallreasons.com

4

5

6

Custom Built Beautiful Solid Wood Furniture Without Custom Prices!

www.heartyfurniture.com
Wall Unit Bookcase

Buffet
Vanity

Specialize in custom designs,  
builds, and finishes

Behind
3620A

FAcing the 
highwAy

3620B Laird Road, Mississauga ON
For your personal Furniture Design Consultant

(905) 569-7088
info@heartyfurniture.com

Mon-Fri 11-7
Saturday 10-5 
Sunday 12-5

8000-square-foot showroom

16 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9



p e o p l e

Jane Motyka  
Owner, Motyka Fine Arts 

215 Lakeshore Rd. E. (Port Credit), 905.271.2727

SPECIALTY: Quality oil paintings of 

contemporary living artists that  

challenge thinking and have refined 

experience and technique

INTERESTS: Art that reflects life,  

culture and community

FAVOURITE PIECE: Anything by Zara Diniz  

or Christopher Masoure

EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE ART 
BECAUSE… Art inspires you; it challenges you 

and helps you to discover yourself. It creates an 

environment that can produce energy.

BEST ADVICE FOR HOMEOWNERS 
LOOKING TO PURCHASE ART: If you want  

a piece that you can live with for the rest of 

your life, find art that challenges the way you 

see life and yourself. If art is not just decorative, 

you will appreciate it more. Art should never 

just become part of the background.

Carol Edington  
Consultant, Gallery Streetsville 

223 Queen St. South (Streetsville), 905. 593.0111

SPECIALTY: Ontario artists, Aboriginal 

sculptures, blown glass and pottery

INTERESTS: Art that has a sense of colour balance

FAVOURITE PIECE: It changes every day, but 

today it’s “Harmony” by Susan Bonati.

EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE ART BECAUSE… 

Original art that you love brings pure pleasure. 

It’s like good food, or wine or music.

BEST ADVICE FOR HOMEOWNERS 
LOOKING TO PURCHASE ART: Art brings  

an emotional reaction. Trust your emotions and 

buy what you love.

  Jackie Bryant
Director, Harbour Gallery, 1697 Lakeshore Rd. West (Clarkson), 905.822.5495

SPECIALTY: Canadian works that are abstract to traditional, in a variety  

of mediums including oil, acrylic, mixed media, watercolour and sculpture.  

Original works by Sir Anthony Hopkins.

INTERESTS: Quality art that is colourful and abstract, stone sculpture and 

established Canadian artists.

FAVOURITE PIECE: Anthony Hopkins, Unnamed, acrylic on canvas

EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE ART BECAUSE… Art brings good energy to  

a home and personalizes your space.

BEST ADVICE TO HOMEOWNERS THAT ARE LOOKING TO PURCHASE ART: 
Art should flow with the space that it will be in. It doesn’t necessarily have to 

“match,” but the piece should fit the space that it will live in.  OH

  Don Bell
Owner, River Coyote, 53 Lakeshore Rd. East (Port Credit), 905.278.3337

SPECIALTY: Original paintings by Canadian artists, with a focus on landscapes 

INTERESTS: Quality art and anything that he would hang in his own home, 

especially pieces that are good value.

FAVOURITE PIECE: Silvia Armeni’s “No School Today”

EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE ART BECAUSE… Art has the biggest impact on 

a home. Without art, it often feels like something is missing. Walls are a huge part 

of a room, but are sometimes neglected. The value and enjoyment that one gets 

from art often outweighs its cost.

BEST ADVICE FOR HOMEOWNERS LOOKING TO PURCHASE ART: Buy  

what you like. Don’t worry about matching room colours. Take home a painting 

for a few days and see how you feel about it. 

Art is always a great investment. It 
is a powerful form of expression, 
not just for those who create it, 
but also for those who put it on 
display. Art promotes relaxation 
and encourages people to take a 
moment out of a busy schedule 
to stop and ponder. It can create 
a mood, start a dialogue and 
transcend borders.

Art attracts tourism. Be a tourist 
in your own city and discover 
some of the best art Mississauga’s 
galleries have to offer.

ART
    ISTIC
 TOUR
       IST

B Y  D E N I S E  O ’ C O N N E L L  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J A S O N  H A R T O GTH
E
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Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  
Wood flooring has gone far beyond  
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 
widths, finishes and so much more. 
Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 
floors that will last a lifetime.

The expansive showrooms include large 
samples of many popular wood products 
as well as laminate, cork and engineered 
hardwood style flooring. Interior designers, 
decorators and contractors take advantage 
of the opportunity to bring their clients in to 
view the wonderful generous sized samples.  
With so much available in colour choices and  
the vast array of wood species, making that 
important decision can be overwhelming – 
knowledgeable and courteous staff with  
many years of experience in the flooring 
industry are here to assist you with this 
process. More importantly, they will give 
you the actual flooring samples to take with  
you to experience it in your own natural 
light. They will also answer any concerns 
you may have with sub-floors, noise reduc- 
tion, transitions and species hardness. The  
Floor Shop installs 90% of all hardwood 
sales, coordinating everything from start  
to finish with specialization in condomin-
iums and basements, including radiant heat  
applications. Other specialty services include  
stair tread rejuvenation. The Floor Shop will 

install new pre-finished solid hardwood treads on top of existing  
ones with any shade, size, species or colour of wood. They will  
also retrofit staircases and install wood and iron railings to comp- 
liment your décor. 

The Floor Shop has also been featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The Floor Shop—your wood flooring  
specialists for warmth, livability and character. 

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4133 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS



h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

BY  CHR ISTY  LAVERTY  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

Classic Charm
 IN THE CITY GGrand trees line the street and there is a feeling of a calm and quiet 

forest, almost like a cottage getaway. This Port Credit neighbourhood 
is well established, with large lots and quiet ambiance, making it some 
of the most sought after real estate in the city. Anna has lived here for 
a decade, but always knew they would tear down the home her family 
originally purchased.

 The new home, now a year old, is nestled among the trees like it was 
always there. Leo Cianciolo, owner of Easton Homes Inc., the builder on 
the project, says that’s the beauty of Anna’s home – it’s not pretentious. 
“It’s one of those houses you don’t really even see, it just blends so nicely.” 

Anna gave building the house a lot of thought. “I would see magazines 
that I like. It was easy to build it that way because I could show Leo a 
picture and say ‘look this is what I want,’ and then he would get it built.” 

She hired architect Gren Weis Architect & Associates of Oakville, 
who is known for his elegant and distinctive style. “I would drive 
around Oakville and anything I loved had Weis on it,” Anna recalls. “We 
interviewed other people but ultimately we love his architectural style.” 

The moment you walk through the beautiful dark wood front door 
by Traditional Door Design and Millwork Inc., you are greeted by a 
grand foyer. The beautiful oak hardwood flooring underfoot spans most 
of the house. 

Distinctively Gren Weis, the main floor layout is a series of rooms side 
by side, flowing into each other. The kitchen is simple, yet classic and 
elegant, from the white subway tile backsplash to the granite countertop to 
the ivory white cabinetry. The kitchen cabinets, and all the other cabinets 
and built-ins throughout the house, were crafted by Bellini Kitchens. The 
cabinets are not just a simple white – there is dimension; a slight, subtle 
striation to the colour. “I didn’t want a plain white finish so it was done 
in ivory white,” says Anna. Bellini, in fact, custom crafted a special colour 
and treatment for the cabinets. The built-in Viking fridge blends in to the 
room, making the kitchen beautiful yet functional. Continued on page 24

The	expansive	kitchen	is	the	centre	of	this	busy	
family	home.	It	sits	between	a	comfortable	family	

room	and	a	formal	dining	room.

TOP	RIGHT:	Leo	Cianciolo,	owner	of	Easton	Homes	
Inc.,	made	sure	every	little	detail	in	the	home	was	

meticulously	crafted.

BELOW,	STARTING	FROM	LEFT:

The	bright	kitchen	leads	out	to	a	patio	and	pool,	
perfect	for	summer	entertaining.

The	built-in	display	cabinetry	in	the	dining	room		
is	a	twist	on	the	traditional	china-cabinet.

The	powder	room’s	bright	red	makes	a	bold	
statement	on	the	main	floor.

A	grand-foyer	staircase	leads	up	to	the		
four-bedroom	second	floor.

A	beautifully	crafted	front	door	greets	visitors		
and	gives	the	home	tremendous	curb	appeal.
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The kitchen and home was designed for a busy family. Anna has three 
busy, young girls and admits the kitchen table is often covered with stuff. 

Off the kitchen is a casual family room, with a large wood burning fireplace 
surrounded by built-in display shelves by Bellini. Anna insisted on 10-foot 
ceilings. She says there is nothing better than snuggling in on the couch with 
a roaring fire burning as you watch the snow fall out the window. 

The back of the house features several large beautiful windows by 
Pella Windows. Anna wanted to make sure the back of the house was 
as beautiful as the front. “I never understood why people didn’t spend as 
much time on the back of their homes as they do the front,” she says.

The formal living room contains another fireplace and doors out to a 
covered backyard patio and pool made for entertaining. The landscaping 
by Go Green Landscaping Inc., of Halton Hills includes a large grass 
area with a jungle gym.

A wide, grand staircase by Osbre Ltd. takes you to the second floor. 
There are four bedrooms and Anna has ensured that they are all about 
relaxation. The master bedroom features a gas fireplace surrounded by 
built-in armoires by Bellini. It also features a unique tray ceiling. A separate 
dressing area leads to the master bathroom, with a whirlpool tub. The 
marble and nickel by Tiles Plus create a spa-like feeling. 

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Continued on page 26

The	comfortable	family		
room	has	10-foot	ceilings	and	a	

wood-burning	fireplace

BELOW:	A	custom-made	
entertainment	centre	contains	

a	sound	system	that	is	wired	
throughout	the	entire	house.

The	master	bedroom	contains	a	gas	
fireplace	that	creates	a	romantic	

atmosphere	at	the	flick	of	a	switch.

TOP	LEFT:	The	large	picture	window	in	
the	master	bath	provides	a	forest	view	

while	soaking	in	the	tub.

TOP	RIGHT:	The	little	decorative	details	
in	the	bath	create	a	relaxing	atmosphere.
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Anna did not use an interior decorator and chose to make most of the 
decisions for materials, colours and furniture on her own, with a lot of 
help from her three girls, especially when it came to choosing colours for 
their bedrooms and bathrooms.

The finished basement is strictly for kids and the family. A large 
rustic stone fireplace is the focal point of the room. More built-in custom 
cabinetry helps hide the clutter of kids’ toys. 

The home is also wired for sound. It is equipped with a Niles Audio 
Distribution system by TruTone Electronics. A network of touch pads 
and in-ceiling speakers are strategically positioned throughout the living 
areas of the home. Anna and her family can use the touch pads to control 
multiple audio sources.

The entire project took 16 months to complete. While it was a difficult 
process at times, Anna says that, unequivocally, Easton is an excellent 
builder. Cianciolo says they like to go the extra mile on every project, 
including Anna’s. Easton wants to ensure that when the house is done it’s 
exactly how the homeowner envisioned. “That’s very important for me 
to visualize her goals and her dreams,” Cianciolo states. “That takes a lot 
of listening. You have to listen to what your clients are saying and that’s 
the difference between slapping up a house in 12 months and crafting a 
home in 16 months.” 

“I like to think that, when we finish, it’s a dream come true”, says 
Cianciolo. 

Anna says the home is exactly what she wanted. OH

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

TOP	LEFT:	A	little	girl’s	room	is	
whimsical	in	pastel	green	and	pink.

TOP	RIGHT:	A	teenager’s	room	is	
grown	up,	but	childhood	toys	are	

still	proudly	displayed.

The	basement	rec	room	is	the	
perfect	place	for	children	to	

congregate	with	friends.	

PRO installation

3485 Semenyk Court, Mississauga, ON

1. 2. 3.we frame, you finish do it yourself

Visit our indoor showroom at...

you decide...

Low Maintenance Products
Fully Insured & Guaranteed
Over 20 Years of Experience

Artistically Designed
Professionally Built
Free Consultations

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Canadian Head Office, Aurora, OntarioP087082CN  11/08

George E McFarlane, Insurance
421 Jane Street
Toronto, ON M6S 3Z7
Bus: 416-763-4181
george.mcfarlane.b3jt@statefarm.com

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/mississauga

Sales Representative
position available for
OUR HOMES Mississauga. 

Flexible hours, unlimited earning 
potential. Use your natural talents 
and join our fun and winning 
team. Candidates should be 
highly motivated, interpersonal 
sales professionals who are 
proficient at closing.

Magazine sales experience
an asset.

Please email cover letter and resumé to
jason@ourhomesmagazine.com

Your Dream Job Has Arrived.
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 DESIGNED FOR LIVING
 On The Lake BY DENISE O’CONNELL // PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN TRIGIANI

O“Once you live on the lake, you’ll never want to live anywhere else,” says Tamara 
with a smile. When she purchased the Port Credit lot five years ago, she fell in 
love with the property, but definitely not the house that sat on it.

The	master	bedroom	is	
the	epitome	of	luxury.	

With	the	water	in	view,	
it	feels	like	you	are	

sleeping	next	to	the	
Mediterranean.

RIGHT:	One	of	the	
master	bathrooms	has	a	
distinctly	feminine	feel.	

The	pedestal	bathtub	and	
marble	throughout	create	

a	personal	spa	retreat.

Continued on page 30

28 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9 29o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 9



“I really didn’t like the layout,” she confides. “It was a nice house, but 
it just wasn’t functional.”

Tamara loved looking out onto Lake Ontario, which is right in her 
frontyard, and she didn’t want to put off having a home that she and her 
family would truly enjoy. The first thing she did was hire Tania Parkyn, 
principal designer of Parkyn Design.

“Tania really knows the design and building process from start to 
finish,” Tamara says. “We wanted design to be a part of the home right 
from the get-go.”

Tania worked with architect David Small to create a home that was 
breathtaking, but had the functionality that Tamara’s previous home 
was lacking.

“Even though the home is large, I wanted to open it up and plan the 
space so that it is ideal for a young family, but also perfect for entertaining 
large groups,” reveals Tania. “Even though we were creating a grand home, 
I still wanted it to feel cosy.”

Tamara wanted a home with an old-world feel to it, but not something 
over the top. Almost two years later, she has a home that she says is 100 
per cent her.

Tania created 10,000 sq. ft. of living space that has a definite European 

flavour to it. Even the mudroom is stately.
Rather than creating a formal living space, Tania preferred to create 

specialty rooms in the home that reflected the owner’s interests. In 
Tamara’s home, Tania created a bar room, nanny’s quarters, a children’s 
study and screened-in porches. The main floor family room is grand 
with its high ceiling, but Tania created a multi-functional room that 
can be dressed up or down. For example, the entertainment unit shuts 
away, so Tamara can use the room for a movie with the kids, or more  
formal entertaining.

With three young kids, keeping clutter at bay was also important. 
Tania’s built in storage and children’s study helps keep homework and 
artwork off the fridge door. A main floor den and a second floor library 
give Tamara and her husband their own spaces to work in.

Tania added architectural detail into the structure of the home. She 
designed beautiful ceilings that you can’t help but look up at. She designed 
an intricate arched ceiling between the kitchen and dining room which 
adds an element of drama to the space.

“So often, the ceiling is ignored,” says Tania. “I wanted to add a variety 
of ceiling details that would be unique to each space. So I created cathedral, 
domed, and beamed ceilings as a finishing touch.”

ABOVE:	The	distressed		
cabinetry	in	the	kitchen		

provides	a	Tuscan-style	flare.

TOP:	The	abundant	seating	in		
the	kitchen,	coupled	with	its	

warmth,	draws	people		
to	this	room.

MIDDLE	LEFT:	A	stunning		
domed	ceiling	leads	guests	from	

the	kitchen	to	the	servery	and	
formal	dining	room.

MIDDLE	RIGHT:	A	formal	dining	
room,	with	seating	for	eight,	

provides	an	intimate	atmosphere	
for	a	dinner	party	or	just	coffee.

BOTTOM:	Even	the	mud	room		
is	stately	with	its	full	bath	for		

pool	guests	and	beautiful		
furniture	for	storage.

Continued on page 32

f e a t u r e
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In the master bedroom, the pyramid-shaped ceiling creates a feeling of 
elegance. Tania knows that there is often a conflict between a room that is 
too feminine or too masculine. In Tamara’s master bedroom, the balance is 
perfect. Tania even created his and hers walk-in closets and en suite baths, 
so that Tamara and her husband could have their own personal space.

Tamara loves her new kitchen and its mix of stone and distressed 
cabinetry. She knew that she wanted a kitchen that was rustic and homey, 
while her dining room would be more formal. Tania stresses that the 
success of this home was not about a signature or defining style; it was 
strictly about finding out what Tamara and her family were about, what 
they loved about a home and fitting it all in.

“To me, it was like a big puzzle,” says Tania. “Tamara had given me all 
kinds of information, like pictures that she liked or furniture that she 
wanted to keep. It was really about putting it all together.”

“Tania created a neutral colour palette, that flowed from one space to 

the next. The design of the home spoke for itself, and didn’t need to be 
‘dressed-up’ with flamboyant colours,” Tamara mentions.

Tamara had a hand in decorating her children’s bedrooms. Her 
daughter’s bedroom is a spring garden theme, while her two boys enjoy a 
nautical hideaway and a transportation-themed room. Tania went to great 
lengths to ensure that the children’s rooms that Tamara had decorated 
herself wouldn’t be affected by the construction.

Tamara admits that Tania was involved right down to the last little detail.
“We even stayed up late one night and put together a dried floral 

arrangement for the dining room,” laugh the two of them.
The “reno,” as they jokingly call it, took two years, but Tamara says 

that it was absolutely worth it.
“Tania really went the extra mile for us,” declares Tamara. “Our home 

is a success because the space was planned well and she was involved 
right from the start.”  OH

f e a t u r e

ABOVE:	The	bar	room	is	a	
perfect	place	to	have	a	beer		

and	watch	the	game.

LEFT:	The	coffered	ceiling	in	the	
family	room	creates	grandeur	

that	can	be	dressed-up	or	down.

RIGHT:	The	family	room	can	be	
a	place	to	lounge	and	watch	a	

movie,	or	can	be	formal	enough	
to	throw	a	cocktail	party.

The 1939 World’s Fair predicted 
a fully automated home

Get yours today
at

Trutone  
Electronics

980 Dundas St. East
Mississauga L4Y 2B8

905-270-3440
41 Years of Service Excellence – We Cutomize, Design & Install Home Theatres

3832 Bloor St. West
Etobicoke M9B 1L1

416-233-1331

(Robot Not  
Included)

Entertainment Made Easy
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SPECIAL	NEW	HOME	COMMUNITIES
Churchill Meadows by Fieldgate Homes:
Location. Location. Location. It’s an old adage, but true. When 

choosing a new home, location is the most important consideration. 
And it doesn’t get better for families than Churchill Meadows in 
Mississauga…a brand new family-friendly community of luxury homes 
in sought-after Erin Mills. Welcoming exteriors make for wonderful 
streetscapes, while spacious, well-planned interiors and the prime 
location make this community a delight. The Meadows offers 95 semi-
detached or link homes with premium features such as 9’ ceilings, 
oak staircases and natural oak strip hardwood floors on the main 
floor, second floor laundry rooms. In close proximity to flourishing 
green space and surrounded by amenities like schools, the Credit 

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

MISSISSAUGA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

MISSISSAUGA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

>> SOURCE IT

HEARTY	FURNITURE
Thinking about new bathroom cabinets? Having trouble finding 

the right pre-made cabinet – the right size, colour, even the right type 
of wood? Perhaps the quotes you’ve received so far for custom-built 
cabinets are beyond your budget. Even if the price is right, more than 
likely the quality is poor…veneer melamine with particleboard. We 
see you nodding your head! In a room where moisture is constantly 
prevalent, remember, the right wood is an important consideration. 
Don’t despair, there is a solution … a hearty (and affordable!) one.

At Hearty Furniture, we can custom build your cabinet in plywood 
or solid wood to meet your exact specifications. Our colour matching 
palette means you can choose a finish in any colour you want. Can’t 
make up your mind? Use our expert knowledge to help you design a 
piece that perfectly blends with the current aesthetic of your bathroom. 
We also offer a large assortment of quality hardware.
Give us a call at 905.569.7088 to set up an appointment or e-mail 
us: simone@heartyfurniture.com (Please see ad on page 17)

COMPOSITE	DECKING
Hercules Legend composite decking is an innovative, unique product 

that is imported from Asia. It is made from a blend of bamboo fiber – a 
steadily renewable resource which greatly reduces the environmental 
impact of harvesting mature trees. 

The recycled plastic used in manufacturing the Hercules decking 
also helps make it a very environmentally friendly product. The two 
materials combine to produce a board that has the rustic look and feel 
of wood, but with the durability and the low-maintenance qualities of 
plastic. 

Hercules Legend decking installs with clips that go between the 
boards resulting in a clean-looking, fastener-free deck surface. 

The Deck Store has been working with Hercules Legend composite 
decking for the past two years and has installed it for many satisfied 
customers in Ontario. 
Visit the Deck Store online at www.deckstore.ca or visit their 
showroom at 3485 Semenyk Court, Mississauga (located near 
Mavis & Central Parkway) 905.277.3700 or Toll Free 1.866.618.4154 
(Please see ad on page 27)

Valley Hospital, Erin Mills Town Centre, and plenty of other shopping 
options. Nip into the city and elsewhere via nearby Highways 401, 407 
and 403. 

Churchill Meadows is the ideal place for families. Still a selection of 
popular designs available. It’s a fabulous community! Prices starting 
at $360,000.

Shipp Place by Beaverhall Homes:
You’ve arrived…Nestled in Mississauga’s celebrated City Centre, 

flanked by a linear park linking it to the entire Mississauga’s park 
system and a stone’s throw from Square One, this really is the place to 
be. Shipp Place offers 69 luxury townhomes rolling out in three phases. 
Handsome stone and stucco elevations featuring oversized doors in 
cut stone arches, stately french windows and wrought-iron balconies 
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easier than ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. 
The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, 
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at jason@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your 
business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 647-269-0466 or toll-free at 1-888-314-0777 Ext 101.

make for a lasting “European” style impression. The luxury continues 
inside with 9’ ceilings, rich hardwood floors, custom-designed kitchens 
boasting granite and marble countertops. Spacious floor plans are the 
norm in Shipp Place.

Shipp Place offers a luxury lifestyle. At the time of print, 60% 
of homes have been sold and they are moving quickly. Immediate 
occupancy available. Prices starting at $579,900.

Want to feature your beautiful new community in our special 
section? Contact Jason Hartog at 1-888-314-0777 Ext. 101

HARBOUR	KITCHENS	–	WHOLE	HOME	DESIGN
Located in the heart of Port Credit on Lakeshore Road, its 

Lighthouse symbol has been associated with over 30 years of superior 
product and quality workmanship.

Wi th  a  3000 sq .  f t . 
s h o w r o o m ,  H a r b o u r 
Kitchens has many displays 
for  their  customers to 
see how quality custom 
cabinetry can be integrated 
into their homes. 

With highly educated 
and  un ique ly  c reat ive 
designers, Doreen Czimmek 
and Nicoline Blum, Harbour 
Kitchens is confident they 
can make each cl ient’s 

renovation dreams come true, keeping within their budget and offering 
exclusive designs. They employ their own craftsmen and trades, leaving 
the guesswork out for you.

Stop by Harbour Kitchens to see their new fully functional “Ecolicious 
Dynamic Space” display, demonstrating a new environmentally friendly 
and ergonomically correct way of design.
Harbour Kitchens Whole Home Design, 80 Lakeshore Rd E, 
Mississauga, 905.274.5560, www.harbourkitchens.ca (Please see ad on page 2)

RENAISSANCE	WINDOWS
With the introduction of the 

Federal Home Renovation Tax Credit, 
there’s no better time than right now 
to give your home a makeover.

With over 30 years of renovations 
experience, there’s no better company 
in which to place your trust than 
Renaissance Windows and Siding Ltd.  
From Windows and Doors to Siding, 
Soffit, Fascia and Eaves and even 
Porch Enclosures, the renovation 
experts at Renaissance will bring your 
makeover dreams into reality.

All of our quotes, service and 
most importantly, all of our work is 
done by Renaissance employees – we 
never sub-contract our jobs so you 
can rest assured that your job will 
be done professionally and to your 
complete satisfaction.
To book an appointment, call us at 905.206.0808, visit our website 
at www.rwsl.ca, or visit our showroom at 5456 Tomken Road in 
Mississauga. 

Continued on page 35
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c o m f o r t  z o n e

 UNIQUE: One of Ordóñez-Niles’ clients put 

it best, “Shopping at Impressionable Gifts is 

like going on a treasure hunt. You’re never 

sure what you’re going to turn up.” New 

treasures arrive every week.

MISSION: In the beginning, many suppliers 

told Ordóñez-Niles to focus on just one 

thing: “You can provide exceptional service, 

exceptional quality or exceptional value, but 

you can’t provide all three.” In business since 

1998 and still growing, she’s proud to have 

proved them wrong. 

FAVOURITES: Dress up any outfit with 

Luvali’s 3-in-1 purses. This purse comes with a 

reversible slip, so recession-savvy fashionistas 

can wear it alone or with either side of the slip 

cover. A granny-smith-apple-green velvet arm 

chair can brighten up any room for summer.

IN	A	NUTSHELL: Ordóñez-Niles has a 

passion for small-scale retail and an eye for 

what people like. On a buying trip, if an item 

doesn’t speak to her, she won’t buy it. As often 

as possible she buys from local artisans.

GET	THERE:
74 Lakeshore Rd. E. (3 blocks west of Hwy 10)

Port Credit 

905.271.8999  OH

THE	PLACE: Even before you open the door 

to this enchanting gift boutique, it will have 

made an impression. Situated on the north side 

of Lakeshore Rd. in the heart of Port Credit, 

you can’t miss its chalk white exterior trimmed 

with brilliant magenta. “Well, I’m really not a 

pink girl, but it’s such a happy colour,” admits 

owner Lydia Ordóñez-Niles, who takes the time 

to make each customer feel special. 

THE	STYLE: An eclectic mix of past, 

present and future.

THE	ANGLE: Something for every taste 

and every budget. An affordable collection of 

specialty gifts and home accents. 

THE	PRODUCTS: High-quality ‘one-off’ 

furniture pieces, lamps and other unique home 

accents are artfully displayed alongside gifts for 

every occasion, age and taste. A cello-shaped 

wine rack sits opposite a gorgeous antique-

look hall console. One-of-a-kind jewelry shares 

the space with vintage CD tins, a glorious 

assortment of candles and candleholders, 

frames and a variety of themed wall décor 

that decorators will rave over. One corner 

boasts gifts with a nautical theme — a tribute 

to the sensational harbour across the street. 

Indulging her love of music, Ordóñez-Niles goes 

out of her way to find gifts that will appeal to 

music lovers (in particular, jazz enthusiasts). 

Choose from greeting cards, corporate gifts or 

birthday presents with an unusual twist. 

Impressionable Gifts
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

Curb Appeal
It’s time to take a little trip. Step outside your door, walk across the street and take a good look  

at your house. A home that shows great curb appeal sets the stage for what’s inside.

If you’d like to boost your home’s curb appeal, start by taking a photograph and making a list of what needs  
to be changed. OUR HOMES offers some great ideas to make your home stand out in the neighbourhood.
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