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“We were living in a French Country home, 

but ready for a change, thinking about a smaller 
home in downtown Toronto,” says Virginia. A 
leisurely drive on a sunny Saturday in July 2011 
took them down a different path. Bound on 
two sides by ravine, the lot originally housed a 
1950s bungalow. The pair bought the property 
the same afternoon. Their next calls were to 
Architect Bill Hicks of Hicks Partners and 
custom builder Leo Cianciolo of Easton 
Homes. “They’d done our previous home,” says 
Virginia. “We wanted them on board for this 
new adventure. Bill was familiar with the area’s 
heritage aspect. Like us, he has a soft spot for the 
British Arts and Crafts style. We love Lutyens; 
he loves Voysey.” And Leo at Easton Homes? 
“He’s wonderful to work with,” she says.

A reaction to growing mass production, 
Arts and Crafts valued simplicity and a 
handcrafted approach. Organic in nature, 
functional over fanciful; architecture marries 
seamlessly with natural surroundings. 
“The design for the house demanded it fit 

the neighbourhood’s character; it is open 
to the forest on three sides. Inspired by the 
architectural signature of Charles Voysey, it 
sits comfortably on the site with a beautiful 
red brick courtyard entry. Thin, black-frame 
windows deliver traditional appeal while 
meeting the needs of large expanses of glass. 
The muted grey textured stucco exterior 
and cedar roof complete the character. Of all 
the houses I have designed, this is one of my 
favourites,” Bill reveals.

“The interior is modern, not 
contemporary;” Virginia points out. 
Contemporary is of the moment; modern 
traces its roots to mid-century. It was 
important that the interior embraced the 
antiques and artwork the pair collected on 
their travels. French Country elements? 
Subtle, but they’re here, suggesting the 
couple wasn’t entirely committed to giving 
up European elegance. It takes a designer’s 
eye to get such an eclectic interplay right. 
Virginia has the eye! 

A forested enclave of bird song with blue water in the 
distance; driving through these estates one could be 
forgiven for thinking they are on the quiet cottage 
roads of Muskoka. Lorne Park Estates was once a 
summer retreat for wealthy Toronto families. In some 
ways, time has passed it by. That’s how residents 
Virginia Morra and David Mauro like it. Not a curb or 
sidewalk in sight, only two narrow roads, more akin to 
lanes, lead into this exclusive shoreline community. 
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Continued on page 35

ABOVE: Floor-to-ceiling windows 
remain open for an unencumbered 
view of the ravine. RIGHT: The 
piano is a dramatic focal point in 
the centre of the main floor. FAR 
RIGHT: The beamed ceiling is 
stained to complement the natural 
walnut floors.
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The custom kitchen, by David Alves 
of Woodworking Design Ltd., is about 
linearity and clean lines. Flat-panel, high-
gloss cabinetry is painted a Farrow & Ball 
grey, a meticulous finish only done well by a 
handful of companies in Ontario. Counters 
throughout are by Dixie Marble & Granite 
Inc. The colour of the cabinetry is picked up 
in the taupey grey veining of milky Calacatta 
Oro countertops. Though a kitchen without 
upper cabinetry might seem like a challenge, 
David managed to create a space with flow 
and function. “Even though the kitchen has 
clean simple lines and minimal cabinetry, 
it’s subtle and beautifully done,” says David. 
An unlacquered brass faucet on the Kraus 
apron sink echoes the marble’s random gold 
veining. The stainless range hood is trimmed 
with a brass band. The metal repeats on two 
Barbara Barry wall sconces. Paired with 
modern chrome and white resin counter stools 

from Italy, a 1900s French Oak draper table 
(used for measuring cloth) was a find in Paris. 
Serving as the island, it plays beautifully with 
butcher-block countertops flanking the Wolf 
range. Off the kitchen, Woodworking Design 
created a french butler pantry, a functional 
space used everyday. Its open shelving displays 
French pottery and copper pots. They also 
created the built-ins, master vanity, laundry 
room and mudroom, walk-ins, basement bar 
and wine cellar shelving.

Full-length, divided-light windows allow 
spectacular ravine views from the family room, 
a cosy space filled with travel memorabilia. 
Installed by Homestead Woodworks Inc., the 
grey-stained timber ceiling adds dimension, 
balancing nicely with Allshine Hardwood 
Floors Inc. wide-plank natural walnut 
floors. “I’m not a fan of engineered hardwood’s 
uniformity, I like to see individual planks and 
the spaces in between,” says Virginia. Trumeau 

Continued on page 36

FAR LEFT: Hints of 
Europe meet modernity 
in the relaxed yet 
elegant kitchen. LEFT: 
The butler’s pantry 
tucks refrigeration and 
storage out of sight in
a beautiful, functional 
way. BOTTOM LEFT: 
A collection of copper 
pots placed on open 
shelving are more
than decorative. They 
are used daily. BOTTOM 
MIDDLE: The treasured 
antique draper table 
from Paris now serves as
the kitchen island. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
kitchen offers views of 
the lush exterior.
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Stones Inc. was hired for the fireplace mantel 
and surround, a combination of pressed, 
crushed and poured stone. It had to be wood 
burning; the couple loves the crackle of a real 
fire. Everything old is new again: Delft pottery, 
a 16th-century Spanish castle table and a 
quirky Provençal charcoal sketch share this 
space. The Turkish Kilim rug’s geometrics add 
a colourful splash of vintage-modern.

The home is open concept. Room 
separations are defined, but subtle. A sitting 
nook, dining room and office come together at 
the front of the house where dropped ceiling 
heights define spaces and windows drench 
them in natural light. “With open concept 
and so many windows, I worried we’d have no 
walls for artwork. I needn’t have worried,” says 
Virginia, pointing to a large picture gallery 
above the bar that mixes oils, a watercolour 
and pastel. Decorative marqueterie on the bar 
repeats on the dining table. Continued on page 38

LEFT: Cobblestone slate floor and built-ins by Woodworking 
Design make sure everything has a place and everything’s 
in its place. BELOW: A table is conveniently placed near 
the cellar for wine tastings. BOTTOM: The same handmade 
Majolica clay pottery backsplash tiles from France that 
graced the kitchen of their previous home are now a 
beautiful backdrop in their laundry room. Tea towels set in 
beautiful frames by The Artists Friend add colour.
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“We made the master smaller and cosier 
than in our previous home, but the raised 
ceiling adds volume and full-length windows 
keep it bright,” says Virginia. Asian apothecary 
tables are used as night tables.

The en suite’s standout feature is the 
African Crotch Mahogany vanity by David 
Alves. His modern, beautifully linear design 
showcases the wood’s hard heart grain 
and outer feather grain. Elegant Swarovski 
crystal knobs finish the piece. Heated 24-inch 
Italian Carrara marble tiles line the floor. A 

glass partition separates the shower. The 
freestanding tub with classic Kohler fixtures 
is framed in the window.

If David and Virginia had bought a 
downtown Toronto home, the background 
music might have been dramatically different. 
Home to deer, rabbits, foxes, a coyote family 
and more than 150 species of birds, and the 
hoots and whistles of great horned owls are 
night music in Lorne Park Estates. Once you 
move in to this privately held community, it’s 
unlikely you’ll want to move out.  OH

ABOVE: The master en suite is adorned 
with a spectacular African Crotch Mahogany 
vanity designed and built by David Alves. 
BELOW LEFT: An intricate antique 
counterpane adds colour to the master
bedroom. BELOW MIDDLE: The dressing 
room is elegantly appointed with custom 
storage solutions that lend a boutique feel. 
BELOW RIGHT: The home shines with plenty 
of whimsical touches, like a blue tufted chair 
in the en suite.
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Livia Fine Furniture ����������������� 647�557�1299

New Avenue Boutique ������������� 905�828�2953

Quarry Direct �������������������������� 905�820�7300

Rawhide Custom Leather 
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Royal LePage Realty Plus ��������� 905�828�6550
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Vin Bon Mississauga West ������� 905�828�4545
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2575 Dundas St� W
(just east of Winston Churchill Blvd)

 
www�mississaugahomeanddesigncentre�ca
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