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LLady Colin Campbell,  
biographer of Lady Diana,  

once said of her French Country-style 
home in the Midi-Pyrenees region 
of southern France, “It is perfectly 

proportioned, large enough to be spacious, 
small enough to be cosy, a difficult 

combination to find.” The description is 
suitably apropos for David Mauro and 

Virginia Morra’s 5,200 sq. ft. French 
Country home tucked into the curve of an 

exclusive cul-de-sac in Lorne Park.

The bright and sunny breakfast 
nook brings the outside in and 
the exposed stone wall fits right 
in to the wooded surroundings.
LEFT: The solarium is one of 
Virginia’s favourite spots in the 
home. Warm year round, it  
offers a perfect environment  
for her orchids.

Continued on page 28
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For many years the couple lived in Paris. During drives through the 
countryside they fell in love with the architecture of the ancestral homes 
and dreamed of building something similar. Virginia began taking pictures 
of particular elements: exterior limestone walls juxtaposed with earthy 
stucco, slate hip-and-gable-style rooflines, tall, thin windows, dormers, 
decorative half timbering, finials, wrought iron railings and of course, “les 
girouettes” (weather vanes) – typical country home embellishments. On 
returning to Canada, she had amassed a superb visual montage of what 
the couple wanted in a home. After interviewing a number of builders, 
they felt most at ease with Leo Cianciolo of Easton Homes. Leo was 
also completely “au fait” with the plans drawn up by Oakville architect 
Bill Hicks of Hicks Partners. 

“For the first 12 months of the project, David and Virginia were still living 
in Paris, so that was a bit of a challenge,” recalls Leo. “We actually laid sections 
of stonework, took pictures and emailed them to Paris for approval.” 

“Building a home is a labour of love full of ups and downs,” says 
Virginia. “It’s important to hire a builder and an architect who listen. 
Leo was patient when we didn’t know what we wanted, calm when we 
changed our minds for the umpteenth time, brilliant with practical advice, 
and magic at hiring talented contractors.” 

“Large, cavernous rooms are anathema to French Country,” says David. 
“We asked Bill to manage the scale of the rooms to ensure intimacy. Five 
years later, we still marvel at what he helped us create.” 

The build mirrors the most elegant aspects of French Country design 
and also the truest. In even the smallest details, Virginia was adamant 
about authenticity. Old French superstition has it that opening a window 
inward welcomes the new day as the fresh morning air rushes in. A 
window opening outward pushes the new day away. True to form, all 
windows by Quebec’s Menuiserie Bachand & Fils (distributed by 
A.A. Tech. Developments) open inward.

The french country kitchen 
evokes comfort with its simplicity 
and earthiness. Open shelving 
is ample and allows for easy 
storage. RIGHT: Wooden beamed 
ceilings and leather furniture in 
the family room keep with the 
theme of using natural materials 
throughout the home, while rich 
colours in fabric and rugs add a 
cosy warmth. BOTTOM LEFT: The 
pantry and prep sink area of the 
kitchen features distressed wood 
open shelving. BOTTOM RIGHT:  
A natural wood-burning fireplace 
in the family room distributes 
that heavenly smell of an open 
fire throughout the home.

Continued on page 30
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When it comes to décor, if the French like something they find a way to 
incorporate it – that it may not match the home’s overall decorating scheme 
doesn’t matter. In David and Virginia’s home, heirlooms and antiques share 
the space with quirky one-offs and recycled pieces. The light fixture over 
the kitchen island was fashioned from an antique fire grate and an antique 
dormer has been inset with mirrored glass. In the French way, natural 
elements – wood, brick and stone – keep the design grounded. Choice 
of wall and ceiling colours, along with richly patterned rugs from Iran, 
Azerbaijan, Egypt and Morocco, instill warmth that flows from room 
to room. Oversized mirrors and armoirs are a French decorating staple.  
Virginia scoured antique shops here and abroad – and in particular Les 
Puces de Saint Ouen (France’s most famous flea market) for just the right 
pieces. The upshot is deliciously eclectic, elegant and homey. 

Asked which rooms are her favourite, Virginia concedes it depends 
on the season. In winter, the couple’s favourite place is the family room. 
A nut-brown wide-plank reclaimed elm floor, rustic ceiling beams 
and fossil-stone wood burning fireplace create a backdrop for easy 
conversation. Artwork in bold colours adds drama. In the summer, 
Virginia enjoys her morning coffee in the sun-drenched solarium with its 
limestone walls and tumbled limestone floor. Handmade eight-and-a-half 
foot windows capture the sensational wooded vista on three sides and a 
walkout to a natural flagstone patio offers views of the ravine and pool.

Leisurely late dinners are de rigueur in France. The couple’s gourmet 
kitchen balances the rustic aspects of French country with all the modern 
conveniences, making casual dinners a treat to prepare. A wrought iron 
baker’s rack holds an assortment of copper skillets, pots and pans, all of 
which, David assures us, are used regularly. Top-of-the-line appliances 
include a Sub-Zero fridge, two concealed Miele dishwashers, a six-burner 

TOP RIGHT: The foyer is flanked by a music room with 
grand piano and French antique alter candle holders. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: The living room settee was brought from 
France by Virginia. The mirrored coffee table adds to 

the glamour. BOTTOM RIGHT: A good French home pays 
tribute to fine wines. Virgina and Mike enjoy their wine 

tasting room. BELOW: The wine cellar features wrought 
iron doors, exposed stone walls and tile floors – typical of 
french country. OPPOSITE: The dining room is regal with 

the crystal chandelier and large antiqued mirror.

Continued on page 32
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48-inch Wolf stove with double ovens and grill. An under-mounted 
farmer’s sink is flanked by honed Nero Assoluto granite countertops. 
The reclaimed maple, seven-inch plank hardwood floor by Antique 
Hardwood Floors contrasts beautifully with a dark walnut island with 
hammered copper circular sink set into a two-and-a-quarter inch end-cut 
maple butcher block. In the French style, much of the shelving has no 
doors. A striking handmade Majolica clay pottery backsplash from Troyes, 
France is done in the 14th century style; each medallion holds particular 
meaning and painted in the unusual Marseilles green. 

Upstairs, the master retreat with cherry hardwood floor and dormer 
windows includes a dressing room with custom wood organizer and an 
assortment of racks, bins and drawers. The en suite with radiant-heated 

floors, is best described as “dreamy.” The pièce de résistance is a double 
soaker tub, cast iron and porcelain lined, both ends raised and sloped for 
lounging. Glorious designer wallpaper by Osborne & Little in charcoal 
satin stripes highlights the slate countertops and floor. Again in the 
French way, the walnut vanity has no doors and the “water closet” is a 
separate space. 

The dénouement is a sensual tribute to the French art de vivre (art of 
living). It will soon be the first of May and around the French countryside 
people will be exchanging bouquets of “muguet des bois” (lilies of the 
valley). Chances are, Virginia and David’s home, always filled with fresh 
flowers, will play host to these fragrant bouquets – in keeping with its 
French Country roots.  OH

The master en suite is luxurious 
with a porcelein soaker tub, dark 
solid wood fixtures and the modern 
convenience of heated tile. RIGHT: 
The dressing room is perfectly 
organized with custom shelving. 
A chandelier and velvet ottoman 
gives a boudoir feel. BELOW: The 
master bedroom showcases some 
unique furniture, some with Asian 
influence, which harkens back to 
France’s rule of Vietnam.
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Virgina Morra Interiors
Inspired.  Comfortable.  Elegant

647.297.4659
vmorra@vmorra.com

“We would highly recommend Easton 
Homes to anyone who is considering 
building a custom home.... They made the 
experience enjoyable and stress free. To-
day we have our dream home which we 
are very proud of....” – Glenn & Heather

CRAFTSMANSHIP,  COMMITMENT,  QUALITY!
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905.855.3700   eastonhomesinc.@rogers.com   www.eastonhomesinc.com

Building your vision of the perfect living space is the 
culmination of ideas, design and execution. Find-
ing the right builder is paramount to making sure 
your project comes together properly. Easton 
Homes has been building superior quality homes 
for over 20 years. Our experience is your asset and 
assurance that your dream is in the right hands.
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